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Editorial comments by M. Patricia Silva Rodriguez

Dear Friends once again is a pleasure for me to present the new issue of our newslet-
ter. Since 2006 we kept you updated on the progress and achievements of all the pro-
jects that had been supported thanks to your generosity.

Every day, many people around the world are working together trying to improve the
conservation status of these amazing creatures. Hope that, after reading these articles,
you will understand the urgency of actions needed and will join us to save albatrosses
from the extinction.
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Examples of Projects Supported

Assessing the effect of discard management on seabirds
interactions

By Juan Pablo Seco Pon

During the 90's, longline fishing operations were recognized as the most important
threat to seabirds due to the great numbers of birds incidentally killed. However, now-
days trawl vessels have been recognized in certain regions as a threat potentially more
important than longliners. Consequently, new developments in this field are scarce
and few mitigation measures are actually available. Yet, the retention or strategic man-
agement of fishery discards has been recommended as an effective primary measure
for bycatch reduction and should be viewed as the best long-term solution to reducin
seabird bycatch in trawl fisheries. gt — ;j
.

Along the Argentinean coast, in the South-West Atlantic Ocean, =
the large commercial trawl fleet encompassed 340 vessels. Around
three quarters of the annual captures of the fleets is comprised by
the common hake Merluccius hubbsi

Continue next page
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Operational areas of trawl vessels clearly overlap with the distribution of several threatened seabird spe-
cies (.e. Wandering, Royal and Black-browed albatrosses, the Southern Giant Petrel, and the White
chinned Petrel, among others). Accordingly, this fleet was previously identified as a potential source of
mortality for pelagic seabirds, given that preliminary estimates reports albatrosses and petrels were get-
ting entangled with the fishing gear. = &

In the next months we plan to conduct experiments aboard trawlers in order to
assess the effect strategic discard management (alone and in combination wit
streamer lines; another measure long used in longliners) on the number of sea-
bird collisions (contacts) and mortalities levels. This project, supported from _&
IAATO, would provide a better understanding of seabird -fishery interactions in b
the waters off Argentina, where most of the attending seabirds show steep de- |
clines in their populations, so any additional source of mortality can be critical for |
the sustainability of their populations.

“Proyeto Albatroz” in Brasil

By Tatiana Neves

During last twelve months, Projeto Albatroz, Brazilian NGO addressed seabirds conservation, sponsored
by IAATO (International Association of Antarctica Tour Operators), carried out a study the effect of for-
eign longline fleet, based on Brazilian ports, to monitor albatross and petrel bycatch (specially the Wan-
dering Albatross, Diomedea exulans) by the vessels that operate with pelagic longlines based at northeast-
ern Brazil. Such work was accomplished on land and on board, with support of the National Program for
Onboard Observers of Brazil (PROBORDO) from the Brazilian Ministry of Fisheries and the Federal Rural
University of Pernambuco (UFRPE). The longline fleet, based in the northeast region is composed mainly
of foreign leased vessels (Spanish and Asian origins). These vessels have high autonomy and they can
spend months at high seas, and navigate into southern regions which is a critical area for the albatrosses.
Despite the foreign fleet based on northeastern Brazil being considered a priority for the Brazilian Na-
tional Plan of Action for the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels (NPOA/Seabirds ¢ Brazil), this is the
first time that a seabird dedicated program has been implemented.

The project monitored the fleet from August 2008 and finished in August -2009. The activities were: (1) to
train the observers to improve the quality of seabird information
collection; (2) to investigate, with the permission of PROBORDO
managers, historical information in the data base and observer
reports of the last six years in order to access all the information
on seabird bycatch collected by the observers; (3) promote work-
shops with the captains and crew members of both national and
foreign longline vessels in order to improve their sense for the
marine conservation; (4) provide logbooks for the skippers to re-
cord information on fishing effort distribution, fishing character-
istics and information of seabirds interactions even when they
have no observers on board.
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Despite the absence of captures recorded during the study year, the historical series of data showed a
rate of 0.024 birds captured each 1000 hooks, between 2004 and 2007. These data were collected by
PROBORDO observers before the IAATO project commenced and with inadequate training for seabird
observation.

Because of this fact, this seabird bycatch rate is considered an underestimate. The main captured species
were albatrosses of Thalassarche genus, probably Black browed and/or Atlantic Yellow nosed alba-
trosses (59%), Great shearwater (37%) and Procellaria petrels, probably white chinned and/or spectacled
petrels (3%). At least one Wandering albatross was capture; however the only evidence is the pictures
presented by UFRPE as shown below

Wandering albatross captured by the foreign leased longline vessels that operated from northeastern
Brazil. The absence of captures during the period years of IAATO / Projeto Albatroz study can be ex-
plained by the strong reduction in number of vessels in last years, dropping from 74 vessels in 2002 to
12 vessels in 2007 and finally to 3 vessels in 2009.

It is recognized that in previous years this study could be even more significant considering the number
of vessels and the distribution of fishing effort south of 200S where more birds are concentrated. Not-
withstanding, the historical data indicates that the fleet based in the northeastern Brazil has caused sig-
nificant mortality of seabirds, especially albatrosses of the genus Thallasarche. Also, considering that
the number of foreign vessel leased by Brazilian industries is the result of national fishing policy, it is
crucial to continue monitoring this fleet and to train the observers of national programs in order to col-
lect seabird bycatch information and consequently to understand the importance of this fleet for the con-
servation of albatrosses

Wor king with small scale fisher men
By Jeff Mangel

Since 2003, and thanks to the initial support of IAATO, Pro Delphinus (www.prodelphinus.org) began a
research and conservation program for seabirds and Peruvian artisanal fisheries. That work has contin-
ued to progress as we have developed a greater understanding of the conservation issues and the seabird
species at risk. Through our surveys and onboard monitoring of longline and gillnet fisheries at ports
along the Peru coast it has become clear that both fisheries mteract W|th a large number of seabird species
including black -browed and waved albatrosses, as weII >

off the Peru coast- has been identified as in decline, pos-
sibly due to fishery interactions, and was listed as criti- &
cally endangered by the IUCN Red List in 2007 and hasf&s
also become a focus of the Agreement for the Conserva =
tion of Albatrosses and Petrels.
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It is the threat to the waved albatross which has been the focus of our most recent work. Through
our efforts we have observed that waved albatrosses, aside from possibly being fisheries bycatch, are
also targeted for capture by fishing crews to be eaten. Therefore, over the past year we have been
working with an anthropologist to develop a better understanding of the social, economic, and cul-
tural history behind, and current reasons for, the use of seabirds as a food source in one port in
northern Peru. The project has yielded many important insight and helped point the way forward
toward reducing or eliminating the take of seabirds at sea.

We have also recently completed a project with Southern
Seabird Solutions (www.southernseabirds.org) to pro-
duce a series of seabird fact sheets for South America,
The series of nine general fact sheets and country sheet®
for Peru, Ecuador, Chile and Argentina describe the basic
biology and conservation issues for seabirds in the region
and highlight case studies of seabirds in each country. |
The fact sheets will soon be available for download at §
EOUI wOUT EOPAEUPOOUzwbP]I EUDT
government offices, distributed on the ground here in
Peru.

In the coming months we will also continue monitoring the distribution and abundance of waved
albatrosses at sea and monitoring the gillnet and longline fleets for seabird bycatch. We also con-
tinue our efforts to raise awareness of seabird conservation in fishing communities along the Peru
coast and will be busy publicizing and distributing the new fact sheets .

RELATED NEWS

Albatross Task Force ¢ working with the fishing industry to save the albatross

By Oliver Yates, Coordinator, Albatross Task Force

In 2006, the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) and BirdLife International launched the
with fishermen and fisheries managers to prevent seabird mortality in fisheries. Rapidly declining
albatross populations created an urgent need for an integrated team of professionals to demonstrate
the correct use of simple and economic mitigation measures that rapidly reduce seabird bycatch. By
2007 three teams were active in South Africa, Brazil and Chile, and by 2008 the ATF had doubled in
size, incorporating teams in Argentina, Namibia and Uruguay. More recently Ecuador has come on-
board and we currently have 14 instructors working in seven countries in southern Africa and South
America.

The key objective of the ATF is to carry-out hands-on conservation work at-sea and in ports to dem-
onstrate best practice use of mitigation measures. By working at-sea, often in harsh conditions and
for prolonged periods our instructors are able to live alongside the fishers and therefore gain their
respect and trust.
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In doing so, it is possible to actively demonstrate how the mitigation should be used under commercial
fishing conditions and simultaneously answer questions and doubts that are raised by captains and crew.
Without this onboard support, mitigation can often be misused or ignored, rendering it useless

By creating a global team effort, the ATF is sharing experiences and using this combined knowledge in the
ports and on vessels where we work. This is the front line of seabird conservation and progress is crucial
if we are to save these extraordinary birds from extinction. It is imperative that our actions right now
make a difference or we may find it is too late.

Thankfully our efforts are paying off. In South Africa where our first team set up operations in 2006, the
use of mitigation measures achieved a reduction in seabird mortality of 84% in 2008 in the Asian pelagic
longline fleet. A similar reduction in the deep sea trawl fleet has added to this success, again through the
adoption of mitigation measures that are simple, economical and
easy to incorporate into fishing operations.

We aim to further reduce the seabird mortality in these fisheries by
refining these measures through experimental research in collabora-
tion with the fishing industry and reproduce these reductions across

our teams. We have a lot of work ahead of us, but we have the right
people in place with the necessary tools to make it happen. Follow i
our progress at www.savethealbatross.net

Seabird conservation through cooperation
By Shelly Biswell

When it comes to seabirds, Southern Seabird Solutions Trust acts both locally and globally. The interna-
tional organisation is based in New Zealand and works with fishers and others to develop and promote

seabird-safe fishing practices.3 1 EUz UwEIT EEUUI wEEEDPEI OUEOQWEIT EUT wi UOOwI

of many seabird species.

261 POl wOOUI WEOEEUUOUUWEOEwWx1 UUI OwUx1 EPI UwEUI 1 EwbOu
Uxl OEwWOUET wOi wlOT 1 DUwWODYI Uwl OUI pT 1 UWhérever ithEyagt), unany é¢8 0 w "

birds have learnt to forage at the back of fishing vessels for a deceptively easy, but sometimes deadly

Ol EO8 w3l 1 Ul WEUI wUuoouUPOOUwWwUOWUT PUwWPUUUI Owi Ob1 YT UOWE

Since 2002 the Trust has developed educational resources in English and Spanish, and organised work-
shops, an award scheme, international skipper exchanges, a photo competition and additional activities so
that fishers and others can share information about seabird-safe fishing practices.
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As an alliance that includes representatives from the seafood industry, environmental groups, the New
Zealand government and Maori organisations, the Trust has learned that seabird conservation comes
through cooperation.

2( UZ UWEOQWExxUOEET wOT EQwpPIl zUIl wOOPwWUT EUPOT wbDUT woOOT 1
working with representatives in South Africa and Argentina to build similar alliances within their own

regions.

61 POl wUT I w3UUUUOwWwhUwWwPOYOOYI EwbOwUI YI UEOwWDPOUI UOBEUDOOE
OUUwWOPOWEEEOAEUE? WEUWOO!T w-1 Pw9l EOEQE Wi PUT bOT wbOEUUL
-1 pw9l EOEOEz Uwi DUIT 1 U bbafe dishikyplactide< erelhte Samd fiskeHled WHere prob-

lems remain.

) EOPEl wUEaUOw?" UUUI OUGawpkl zUT whOUODPOT whpPUT wUT T w-1 Pu
lems still exist. We plan to use that information to develop a response plan so that the Trust can be very
focused in its approach. We also will make this information available to the New Zealand government to

[T OxwhPBUIl w-1 Pw9l EOEOEZUw- EUDPOOEOW/ OEQwWOi w EUDPOOwWhOL

To learn more visit www.southernseabirds.org.

The Southern Seabird Solutions Trust is supported financia
by the Department of Conservation, and the fishing industry
through the New Zealand Seafood Industry Council and the
Deepwater Group LtdThe Trust is also supported by WWF
New Zealand.%U OE D O1 wi OUwUT 1 w3 UuUU
variety of sources, both within and outside New Zealand, ar- --
includes financial contributions from supporters, grants, spc
sorship and services in kind.

News from Southern Seabird Solutions Trust

Every other year the Trust holds a seabird photograph competition to raise seabird awareness amongst
fishermen and others. The overall winner in 2008 was fisherman Cameron Long for his photo of a Salvin's
albatross.
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Recently the Trust and Peru-based Pro Delphinus teamed up to develop a series of Spanishlanguage edu-
cational fact sheets on seabirdsfor South America. The fact sheets are intended to be used in classrooms,

port communities and fishing schools as a way of raising seabird awareness and promoting seabird con-
servation in South America.

H =
Fichas de aves marinas de América del Sur \
Aves Marinas del Peru

£ Albatros de Galdpagos (Phoctostria ircvatal tamban lamado pajarcte” o albatros
onduado, e b4 deica espocie de aibatros Gue vive en las trépicos. La mayers de kot
Expaola

calamares. peces y crusticeas en el mar def Ecuador y Peri £ albatros de Galipagos est

El Per( es hogar para cerca de 1,800 especies de aves, oo 8
solo Colombia presenta mayores nimeros.
Muchas de estas especies de aves se encuentran en el mar.

Un estudio realizado en el 2005, que la poblacién de albatros de

Galapagos durante ese afo 6 en 1%. Jill autora

principal del estudio dice: "Este ritmo es insostenible, de continuar asi en
cuestién de décadas, se podria hablar de extincién®. @

Potoyunco

Visitantes Internacionales

&0 Nueva Zelanda - La Pirdmide en las Islas de Chatham. Cuando estas aves no
estin anidands (de Abril a Julio), muchos albatros de Chatham migran haoa las
costas de Chile y Peni para almentarse. Algunos juveniles iaquelios que no han

casayencontraruna parea.

T
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FPICTURE CREDITS:

1. Black-browed albatrosses taking advantage of fish at Argentinean waters and 2. Black-browed albatrosses waiting for
fresh fish at Argentinean trawlers - Juan Pablo Secq 3. Wandering albatross captured by the foreign leased longline
vessels that operated from northeastern Brazil - Tatiana Neves, 4. Waved albatrosses chasing after discards behind a
gillnet vessel and 5. One of the offshore fishermen interviewed about the use of waved albatrosses as food- Jeff Mangel.
6. Mitigation measures night setting | Fabiano PeppesATF Brazil.7. Salvin's albatros- Cameron Long.

Albatrosses need your help!!!

You can help save these remarkable birds by

donating to the

0Save the Al batross

Wandering albatross hooked by a Tuna longliner fishing in heeSouthern
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YOUR CONTRIBUTION WILL GO TOWARD
Working with longline and trawl fishing industries to help make existing fishing practices seabird~safe
Working with fishing gear manufactures to design new, seabird~safe fishing gear
Purchase of seabird avoidance devices for fishing vessels in developing countries
Outreach programs to fishermen, fisheries management agencies and governments
Research on the interactions between albatrosses and fisheries

Research on trenes in the threatened albatros and petrel populations

Birds Australia

CONSEXVATION YHROUCGH KNOWILEDGE
BIRDS AUSTRALIA PREFERS PAYMENT BY VISA, MASTERCARD OR ELECTRONIC TRANSFER.

Please note that while payment by bank cheque, personal cheque or traveller’s cheque Hill be accepted,
each cheque attracts a bank fee of AUD $10 for foreign Exchange Vich is deducted from your donation

CREDIT CARD TRANSACTIONS.

The charge on your card Hill appear as Royal Australasian Ornitholigists Union"on your statement. Please
be aware that there may be a significant gap in time between when you made the donation on your cruise
and when it arrives at Birds Australia to be processed.

ONLINE DONATIONS
Donati ons to 06Save the Al bat r wavwvdbirdSaastngicacongaud can al so

US CITIZENS

If would like to receive US tax -deductibility for your donation USD$500 and above) email: alba-
tross@birdsaustralia.com.&ar more information .

ELECTRONIC TRANSFERS

Please notify Birds Australia by email: albatross@birdsaustralia.com\aith the amount being transferred,
and date of transfer. Pl ease mark donation with ref

BIRDS AUSTRALIA BANK DETAILS FOR ELECTRONIC TRANSFERS:
Bank: National Australia Bank
Branch: Melbourne (Australia)
Account Name: RAOU Research Projects

Account (RAOU stands for fARoye! Aunetral aci an Nrnjth
If you like to find out more about albatrosses

BSB: 083166 . . X
and petrels, be involved in any of our projects or
Account Number: 58649982 getting information on specialized literature
please feel free to contact me at
SWIFT Code: NATAAU3303M psrodri@mdp.edu.ar
(note that the number befor e 1 M Paticia Silva Rodriguez
Editor

POSTAL ADDRESS:

Birds Australia National Office

Suite 205, 60 Leicester Street

Carlton VIC 3053 Australia www.birdsaustralia.com.au
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